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Three Learner Corpora useful for English
Language Teaching in Junior and Senior High
School

Corpus A: Corpus compiled by textbooks
authorized by the Ministry of Education and
EIKEN exam texts

Corpus B: Learner corpus: English texts
produced by students

Corpus C: Learner parallel corpus: Japanese
and its paraphrased English Texts. The English
texts are the ones students could not express
in English.

Corpus B — What students expressed by themselves in
English

Corpus findings: Concordance of *-ed participles’ in
passive form

= Concordance of ‘¥b(aml|is|are|was|were)¥b (Yw+ )%0,3}(¥w+ed)¥b’ from
r

the Corpus of Japanese Culture produced by junior high school students.
Kwic File

cup ramen. The noodles zre zlrezdy flavored. This is the |[Japi
he rules of making tea zre called temae. Before the gues |Japi
about hashi . Hasdhi are called chopsticks in English. [|Jap
are interesting. They are called kuroshozoku. It's heal (|Japi
s of juryo to makuuchi are called sekitori. Miss Kato |[Japi
e animals. The animals zre czlled eto. Ne, ushi, yora, |[Japi
is Kotoza. These stars are czlled Hikoboshi or Kengyu an |[Japi
the person, the people zre called toshi-otoko for men or |[Japi
of girls. These dolls are czlled hinaningyo. The emp |[Jap

mmqmmnwm»—nl:‘:
=

10 |[|from komusubi to ozeki azre called sanyaku. The two ranks ||Jap
11 |[lchildren's toys. They sre decorated in a traditional wa ||Jap
12 ||d rank is ozeki. They are demoted if they record two su ||Japi
13 |ling traditional kimono are displayed to pray for the hap ||Japi
14 ), and three servants zre displayed below them. Small £ (|Jap

15 |[lyakawa  All children sre dressed up for shichi-go-san. |[Japi

Pedagogical Implications from the findings of Corpus B:
data driven learning by using past participles in passive
voice

Task 1 Please underline the passive form in each line.

St En014. 18080005, CHiNA,. One of them was adopted from the story of Shakudwe and K.
2 - also amilitary sport. Formally it was called sunal then. Now sumo is a nation.
3 = n old Japanese galeudac. This event was called tanahata. Janahata means puKific.
4 So people thought that those cards were called karuta. Today, karuta is known to.
5 people enjoyed the tea ceremony. It was perfected by Sennd Bikwu. It has a great.
6 57 There are 2 reasons why phake were created. One comes from old stories and .
7 Hiratsuka's shopping street was really decorated. And there were many yatais. L.
8 Kyoto, confections called kyngashi vwere developed as religious offerings - Kumo%.
B 1 Japanese confections - wagashi - were influenced by other countries. Beginning.
10 ENOLIENEAL 200ACCNE ]S This CycTe was introduced from china. This cycle's sign.
o

Task 2 ‘What preposition comes after “used’? Please underline the word.+¢

333X, A Tong time ago the agingmon was used by Kamoilindva. Kamoiiindva was in .
e ALERTACA TN SEN00KM, the Aainemon was used by UaksWdaira, Honda, Ina, and shim.
35 -  sugan. Sugar was expensive then. It was used for a few medicines.) samurai ate f.
36 - he next giq animal. By the way, 1o was used Tike a Clock many years ago. Do you.
Fnn A EOBANELENE CRINA, This time system was used until A.D. 18.  JOBIGM. SWMO M.«

Pedagogical Implications from the findings of Corpus B:
data driven learning by using past participles in passive
voice

Task 3 Gap-fill Exercisese
Fillin the bracket with the suitable word “a’to ‘¢’. Change each word into the suitable form.«
acall bouse c.paint dintroduce e.invent

3 - n old Japanese calendac. This event was ( ) tanabata. Tanabata means purific.

13 -  gremony begin in Japan? Wika.. Tea was ( ) to Japan from china. During t.

200 SR SRR, SO T ARIRRE. MRS ormormnnedo SHOUR. 15 calligraphy, the.

28 U PELLO, Kabuki actors or actress were ( ) on the hageifa. Kabuki is Japans:

36 - he next gro animal. By the way, &g was ( ) like a clock many years ago. Do you.
(Answers 3called 13 introduced 20 invented 25 painted 36 used Jo

“

Task4 Matching Exercisese
Match each part on the left with a part on the right so each sentence makes sense. Write the number in each

bracket.«:

4,50, people thought that those cards were called — by Mr. Ando Momofuku in 1958. L3 D

13..eremony begin in Japan? Mika. Tea was introduced kaputa. Today, Karuta is known to ().

325 Food in about 1974. Instant food was inventeds Tlike a clock many yeas ago. Do you ( )

25..0 period. Kabuki actors or actress were painted— on the hagoika. Kabuki is Janang C N

36,418 next gro animal. By the way, €@ was used - ‘to Japan from China. During t C de

(Answers...4(13), 13 (36), 17 (4), 25 (25), 36 (17) )¢

The Dilemma of the Learners of English

= Why couldn’t Japanese learners of English express themselves
in English?
= The main reasons:
= They don't have enough vocabulary to express.
= Vocabulary input from the textbooks authorized by the
Ministry of Education is not enough.
1200 words should be taught to Junior high school
students
3000 words should be taught to senior high school
students
= Without grammar, little communication may be possible;
without vocabulary, no communication is possible. (Folse, 2004)
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Theoretical background
—Without input, output cannot be expected

= The relation between input and output
input | intake —a L2 knowledge —-= ourput
FIGURE 3.1 AC('rtlll;ltuIx:imﬁfmzvacqtl;nmn
(Ellis, 1997:35)
= It is very important to know what they could
not express in English.

= How can we utilize what they wanted to
express but couldn't in English teaching?

Corpus C—Six stages of Data Collection for
Japanese-English Bilingual Corpus 1/2

= Stage 1
= Implementing communication activities in English
Classes.
= Stage 2
= After the activities, students are asked to write the
expressions in Japanese that they wanted to use in
English but couldn’t during the activities
= Stage 3
= Each question in Japanese from Students is input into
each cell on Excel spreadsheet.

Corpus C—Six stages of Data Collection for
Japanese-English Bilingual Corpus 2/2

= Stage 4
= Each question in Japanese from students is translated
into English by Japanese teachers and native English-
speaking teachers.
= Stage 5
= Data of Japanese questions and their English translations
are incorporated into EasyConc_v.2.0.xls.
= Stage 6
= Some pieces of grammatical information are retrieved by
corpus tools in order to make worksheets for English

Stage 1
—Example of a communication activity in English class
for the compilation of Japanese-English Bilingual Corpus

= Data Collection: Chat in pairs about weekends and holidays

2. What are you going to talk about?

(D Decide one topic you want to talk about with your partner.

(2) Write additional information related to the topic.

1
- — 5
Write key words only, mot
3
sentences.
4
5.

3. Now talk about your winter vacation in pairs
When you start by asking:

When you start talking:
A Twent to Kyoto. It was alot of fun A’ How was your winter vacation?

classes.
B What did you do there? B It was a lot of fun. I visited my aunt in
A Well, I visited my aunt in Kyoto. ... Nara. ...
Stage 2to 5
Stage 1 —Compilation of Japanese-English Bilingual Corpus:

—Example of a communication activity in English Class
for the compilation of Japanese-English Bilingual Corpus

= Speaking Test called Interview Challenge
= Telling to the native English-speaking teacher about one lesson from the
textbooks authorized by the Japanese Ministry of Education

< Copyright restricts the display of images here.>

Matching each Japanese expression with its English
translation on an Excel spreadsheet

= Translation from Japanese expressions into English in
association with a native speaker of English

asg A1 the s 1 mentsnne pescing the uniersity ertrans DM 44 o s, o sa g e

some tradtansl Japsne:

was thirsty =0 1 tought 3 drini
Fapgy Mew Yeart Tharks
year

HIBLCEMOLET,

The arsa around my house & macaful My housa ks in = .
v , —
peacaful area. BB RO LETY
2093 A pant-time b sounds good
2089 [ took & hot ssring bath

2887

2884 There was a long quewe and 1 - .
2885 Pooh's Honey Hunt and Space e the most fun F=BFAMNAZ =L wh =GR =T,
Last 13 examples out of 2895 questions

from junior & senior high school students
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Stage 6 Stage 6
—Pedagogical Implication: Supplying learners with —The result of the retrieval: English sentences including
EasyConc_v.2.0.xIsm as a production dictionary Japanese keywords ‘&’ or ‘&,
= Using EasyConc_v.2.0.xIsm as a Japanese-English dictionary Athelates from overseas often practice as
. . . if their lives depended on it (= practice).  JHED EFIIFEI IV THBLET, THULA
= Searching for English sentences using Japanese keywords 182t they dort, they won't become world— e HRTI3BS BNALOTT .
2865 That store ls heving a New Year's clothes sake FOMBr-AEL-TNE, . 1168 VD\::S;TT;“E;:?M% RBSETIToF
s 8 brorecopiuteote, At Srorts Day, I wan all the games [ toak,
2857 a fortung - 1251 part in. On Sports Day, [ won every event .05 HcEBIZ 2 TEBAILEL.
Twort s BFRD-E1 | R wRy-F2 | R Ientered
2888 wart ta{ b
vee) | @wgo-ps | BEO-<4 1250 Ve PStat tuzof war. Vs wonat el igaar e B3 IE T B0z,
2868 Did you { W" N . P
il d e - e hope our team wil as strong as . _ S )
za‘ouz:’\‘; BRI -Fs \ HED ke 1AL \ear students' tearm AT SEEICRITI DB T
e BRD-E7 R k3 agy [ M Vear Stucorts SNCOURRER US gy b7 1ok SeBEl SRR S
2872 - o after we lost the game
2073 1 #xO—Fo | BRI 10 1330 %0 oSt 50 we couldn't ke inthe final - 4 oo pet g 1 G TUE ST
2874 T game of the tournament. -
s W BHREM cam o ok Cancel 149 1 WS dERlY IMQIeSSEX that the JARENEse | g fain < 412 Be e CLITET B EILE:
2876 The i 4 4 LBt team keat their rival Srain.
2077 1 wer _
‘E,ﬁls;r[‘?bw Years Eve and Mew Year's Day taking it easy with ASEEETBIWT AL, & wAPDLULEwA L8
Uy grandad and great grandad SLE:
Stage 6
Stage 6 —The result of the retrieval: English sentences including
—Pedagogical Implication: Supplying learners with English keywords ‘win’, ‘wins’, ‘winning’, ‘won’, ‘lose’,
EasyConc_v.2.0.xlsm as a production dictionary ‘loses’, ‘losing’, or ‘lost’.
= Using EasyConc_v.2.0.xlsm as a English-Japanese dictionary 478 1 feel sarry to lose the game HEICAITT R,
= Searchina for Enalish sentences usina Enalish kevwords 4g [ am frustrated because we lost the HalTEFTHL,
1168t acty st e tis s 5o he wouss (O i came gz gre re
" exac ) t the time he eaid he was going to.) - 481 1 was disappointed we lost the game HSlcar UL,
1:25 i;f;;k iy = 500 [ want to win on fleld day. EENETRELAL,
e hal § I lost the game, but Idid my best. So 1 EIRESICAITTLE- o, E@ENT-OTHE T
1169 tankd | $@FO~F1 | " wH)-r2 | " 506 had o regrets. Aoz,
Sumidy .
W - . 556 [ won the first place in the tournament.  F—F X F T fdofz.
Te —pg [P . =
Tee m;: B | 5D [ o 5 I wan the game In the tennis singles, but (LT OHAETHEOIEMTEITNE, HiF
1o 1"‘;“‘:3" BE)-py | = wE)-ps | = lost in the team competition TIFAITTLE .
12 the i — pe [ ClaLEr . We won the game 5 ta 2./ The result of
ey [ P Ml — _
183 Lo R 71 (e TMe wes Dt 2 [ Inthe reNt B s gy i SHZTRSRL I HRIEBAT S,
|| O —ED ,7 BRI -F10 ’7 going to play against Tsukukama
1184 much - S AMTLE, JHE
1 fogol Which team do you think will win the . . . )
R CAnd  FOr oK Cancel TR 945 EDF LD —IF DI TEDEBNET S
- Peopl PIFTHEASFIFRER AT
185 ";;i ° Wiorld Cup?
1186 ptiag L = T
1156 The roat oo for thass peope L —— Extracts from the retrieval

The input of ‘lose’” and its conjugation from New
Crown English Series Book 1, 2 and 3, the Corpus finding 1: lexical verb ‘lose’ retrieved
authorized textbooks from EasyConc_v.2.0.xIsm

Concordance of ‘(¥blose¥b|¥bloses¥b|¥blost¥b)' from New Crown English Series . Ly , . ,
00k 1, 2 and 3 Concordance of ‘lose’, ‘loses’ and ‘lost’ from EasyConc_v.2.0.xIsm.

Hit [ kawic | Fie ‘ [The Kita dunior High School tsam ISt ssgo st o0 on | e i

’17 26 [the game to the Minami Junior high B TLELEL,

eryone clapped hands. Win or lose, we =11 had = good time. W ||Zéncl.txt

JSchool team 20 to 80,

24ncs. txt The Kita Junior High School team lost
127 the game to the Minami Junior high

1 baseball was his dream. He lost his right arm in an accident

PFRH P ERITS0DETEATER AT

Schaol team by 40 points TLENEL .
171 I lost the game ;elcaIrFEL.
255 We were frustrated when we lost the oo g 0o
There are only two sentences zame.
retrieved from New Crown agg Vo 091 the gome o Himsh JHS B8 grapeppice ez e TAITTL S e
English Series Book 1, 2 and 3 446 We lost the game to the team ance. —ERITEIEDH R,
for junior high school students! 474 EVES though we lost the game, Thed @ g 40500 gg oo
good time

478 L am really sorry we lost the game. HEICRITTHEL,
479 [ feel sory to lose the game CEICEITTIEA
180 Ig::gfruatmtsd because we lost the [PN—
481 1 was disapninted we lost the game RElCEITTEA,

Partial extract from the result
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Pedagogical Implication 1: Ideas for creating
teaching materials for English class

Creating a short story by using three words, such as ‘play’, ‘win’, ‘lose’.

¥k, YTOF—AIHBLED | Who played against who? / Whai
T i i
Lkay,

YT EPINRoT, Yo BT | Who played against who? / Who woa and
ot by how sruch? <
X Prcgu s Hincsu T
i e 8
‘the game S 16 2. / The result of |

The input of ‘because’ and ‘while’ from New
Crown English Series Book 1, 2, and 3, the
authorized textbooks

Concordance of ‘while’ and ‘because’ from New Crown Enalish Series Book 1, 2 and
3 Hit [Kwic File

i) RN — y s - ; = 2 B
%m‘*_ R R |V oot o e W T T sy i o T AT, SXHLLTHEERC D, 1 |like to work in movies because z lot of people can se |[24NC3.txt
CblUot, H.S. tear. We were fustated when we k_p!ayu\ a. bﬁdmjn‘mtc with ony frtend, M Sats, 2 |lite place is he is i ted in th [|24NC3.txt

lostthe game, ~ &% . er mguntn(usy 15‘ tice. bodmnm:n 3 |led. I respect Dr King because he made great efforts |[[24NC3.txt
~ene M . v - RS e o 3

AREHEODC 2B AILT =AM E | 1am the second best ennis player in my | lum:ly n;. Lwy_s apey. W 1 ? WA he. 4 |lo you like him? John: Beczuse he s a good soccer pla [[24NC3.txt
zot, Samity. 4 eyt 5 |lyou like him? Takuya: he was very 1 24NC3._txt
g & || year I was not happy because I didn't win any kendo |[24NC3_txt

HRREREZ? ‘Who are you playing with in the match? / % o & - X -
gl i A g 7 || you like science? B: Because I like animals. your g |[24NC2._txt
playing with you i the game? 8 |lu like basketball? B: Because it s fun. science / I |[24NC2._txt
9 |lanimals are in danger because of pollution. For exam |[24NC2._txt

10 (|think so? Kana: Well, beczuse pandas are cute. John: [|24NC2.txt
11 flo up and down stairs. Because Sanae talks and smiles [|24NC2.txt
12 | your grandmother? B: Beczuse she is very kind. > [|24NC2.txt
13 (|s. I respect Ms Tabei because she never gave up clim [|24NC3.txt
14 || you like her? Emma: Beczuse she plays the piano ve [|24NC2.txt

A GURI5H2 TR, KA | v, 15 o you like her? Mika: Becsuse she = very cool. >LE [[24NC3.txt
Hiis b game 3o 2. LIn s eexd g 16 [lnt. This is important because these Mongolians follo [|24NC3.txt
e ging sl N
IHS. 17 |le and enjoy your stay while you are in Anangu Land. |[24NC2.txt
-2

Corpus finding 2: subordinating conjunctions,
‘because’

Concordance of gD T/, ‘=M’ RE T, ‘BH, ‘f=HIZ, ' DEWNT
’ from EasyConc_v.2.0.xIsm
I was very busy because of baskethbal Hmigr 2T b R =L O SO B L CLIT AE
practice and studying for the STEP test. D +BEFETHILA w7,
1 like histary more than sclence kecause I BEEILU ESD XA IEIZEO ADEA %108
like to imagine what old peaple think TEOOFEEDNS,
4oy The TV program was canceled because o s earime i vy o b e Te
a basetall game
I 'went shopping because T wanted to buy a

170

385

Corpus finding 3: subordinating conjunctions,
‘while’

Concordance of ‘% A%5’ from EasyConc_v.2.0.xIsm
Y:i Tﬁd a cand game while lStening to | e gee s pin s o p
1487 1 talked with my friend while eating lunch. B~EHSFEELT,

1511 1 ate hreakfast while watching TY. FLEERANSHEEEN
1696 1 talked with my father abaut medical FOERERLEHS, UISOESDONTEY
treatments while watching the TV program. 73 55% L7z .

173g | Meleamed in the year U7 whie Lvas g epa i gais 5 2007 ££A £,
writing New Year's cards

1108

402 (tjui‘rthdaayAprEs.ent far my friend, Yukka in AR O~ ZA DI ITBL L, 1749 We talked whils walking HUES e,
== ‘ = — 1856 1 eat dinner while watching TV FLEERIIDS P EEND,
754 L am very sleeny tecauss | was reading ol EERERMESEO L Ol 22 THADTETHR 1862 1 ext dinner while talking skout soccer. v - D PITEGELA NS T BEAND
night lang .

I hed to quit taking piano lessons
1192 becasuse I had to prepare for the high

S ERFERRO o DI CE P T IR s
school entrance exarns e

Partial extract from the result

197 | Orepeed intn cdame stores while eating g, 11g xyrr o<t 005, BIEE BT,

some food
1992 1 fell askeep (while) reading I3 FEFTA L3S
BRBIC )\U&b"‘;”‘?im%ika

2085 1 looked at Mt. Fuji while takiing a bath
2661 1 practice while listening HZAEHSHBEL TG, (OFIATLE)

Partial extract from the result

Pedagogical Implication from corpus finding 2
&3: Getting students to be familiar with
subordinating conjunctions

Gapfill exercises: Fill in the each bracket with a suitable linking word

The input of the post modification of relative
pronoun ‘that’ from New Crown English Series,
the authorized textbooks

Concordance of ‘that’ from New Crown English Series Book 3

in the box. Hit | Kwic File
1. Tam very sleepy ( 4) [ was readlng all night long. S5 [lon it? Ren: They are panels that collect solar energy. Meiling: [Z4NC3
2. I'read a book ( ) listening to music. | R = 5% S e e | R
3. I went shopping ( ) I wanted to buy a birthday present for my e e R o ey toaey BAROle
friend, Y Elﬁ 7 |lishes in it. Miho: Something that has cups and dishes in it... ©Oh, [[24NC3
4. 1 eat dinner ( ) watching TV. 2 |[the bedroom. It s something that has clothes in it. Miho: Somethi [|24NC3
El othes in it. Miho: Scmething that has clothes in it. I see. Thank [|24NC3|
Matching Exercises: Use a linking word in Box B to match the sentence parts 10 || in English. D I have a book that has a lot of pictures. 3 Say A i [|24NC3
in boxes A and C. 11 [lot of pictures I have a book that has a lot of pictures. >LESSON [|24NC3

Box A Box B box C

1. T was eating
spaghetti.

2. it stars my favorite

1. Ican't Iplay the
piano well
2. I watched the because

while actor.

3. Iam a beginner.

ews
3. I wanted to see
the movie

nding on the top of a tower that he built. The tower brought elec [|24NC3
r Smith: It s a picture book that I bought at the city ruseum. Ami |[24NC3
th: Sure. These are pictures that I took last week. Eri: You took |[24NC3
r Smith: Yes. It s a picture that I painted when I was in high sch [[24NC3
en, 2 Repeat A I have a book that iz fun for children. B I have a |[24NC3

, for children I have a book that is fun for children. B is popula [[24NC3
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clauses

Postmodification doesn't exist in Japanese language.
Concordance of ‘&', ‘&’ from EasyConc_v.2.0.xlsm

bookstore

5gg Thers wasrit a ook I wanted to buy in
the bookstore

592 don't want to buy anything. Theme weren't
amything that 1 wanted to buy.
I went to the bookstore but I couldr't find

o t,

o hooks. 1 enjpyed reading kooks in the EEGN

bookstore

784 buy). T couldrt find a took that I wanted
(ta buy)

Corpus finding 4: postmodification by relative

250 One of accessories | bought was 400 ven. B-7c79 €9 —035 —DH00M 7.
5g7 L Soulen't buy & ook [ wanted in the ORI RO Lo F Ao

TOFEICIF RO B To Tt iz,

! went shopeing n Shimokiiazava. But | THRIZEL ST BT SO

any books [ wanted. [ enpyed. llustrated  REICTTo /I FE B ol F2 e o, B, 32

I couldn't find any baoks that [ wanted (to B A e (R A Bt o
.

Partial extract from the result

Pedagogical Implication 4: Getting students
used to postmodification by relative clauses

While working on the exercises below, Learners of English are
exposed to frequently used expressions in communicative

activities. Sentences in the exercise below are all from
EasyConc_v.2.0.xIsm.

A sample word order exercise:
Put the words in the brackets in the right order.

1. I couldn't buy (a / wanted / book / I) in the bookstore.

2. That is (the / wanted / which / I/ have / book) for a long time.

3. I went to the bookstore but I couldn't (find / books / I/ any /
wanted).

4. T went to the CD shop but I couldn't (one / I/ which / wanted /
find / the).

5. (one / I/ of / accessories / bought) was 400 yen.

Conclusion

activities in your English classes.

will be a useful resource for your teaching.

corpus.

EasyConc_v.2.0.xlsm.

= It is important for teachers to know the expressions that
learners want to use in English but can’t through communication

= Why don't you compile bilingual corpus for your students? It

= Bilingual corpus software such as EasyConc_v.2.0.xIsm is easy
to get from the Internet. Without that software, it would be
impossible to retrieve necessary information from bilingual

= If you change Japanese data of EasyConc_v.2.0.xlsm to your
mother tongue, you can create your own corpus. If you add
your data to EasyConc_v.2.0.xlsm, you can create your own
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