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Education for International Understanding:
Towards Sustainable Development, Environmental Awareness, and Globalism
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The task of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development,
challenges, and quality education as a way forward

Dr. Mary Joy Pigozzi

The Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) demands nations and citizens to
re-orient education, defined broadly, to contribute to a sustainable world, now and in the future.
At the foundation of this re-orientation is the need to learn and practise the values that support
sustainable living in all walks of life and in all sectors. Among the challenges to education for
sustainable development are the means to move beyond formal education, although that is important,
the importance of focussing on all three pillars from the WSSD, economy, social and environment,
and not just the environment, and the ability to stay focussed on education and not move into
sustainable development activities themselves. A framework for quality education is proposed as a
way to meet these challenges.
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Education for Sustainable Development:
Challenges and Perspectives for Higher Education and Research

Prof. Dr. Georges Haddad

The United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014) was adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly in March 2005 and UNESCO was designated as lead agency
for the promotion of the Decade. Education is a key instrument for bridging about the changes in
the knowledge, values, behaviors and lifestyles required to achieve sustainability and stability
within and among countries, democracy, human security and peace. With respect to higher
education, there will be emphasis on the role of universities in refining the concept and messages of
education for sustainable development, integrating environmental, demographic, economic, social
and a range of other concerns inherent in the notion of sustainability. In re-orienting their research
programmes and curricula, key will be the universities’ capacity for flexible interdisciplinary
cooperation and for collaboration with outside institutions. Exposure of students to real life
learning/practicing situations and multi-professional environments will be ways to bridge the gap
between what is taught and what is happening. Universities will have to experiment by exercising
more initiative and by risking new approaches.
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Common Tasks of ESD in North East Asia

Prof. Dr. Samuel Lee

Since the concept of sustainable development is very broad and evolving according to the
socio-economic context and historical development stages, Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD) should keep the balance between its holistic concepts and contextual approaches. The
contextual analysis of the situations of our region, North East Asia, regarding sustainable
development shows the urgent neccessity of building a peaceful community in order to guarantee
the sustainable life of people and economic development and ecological sustainability in North East
Asia.

Strengthening Education for International Understanding to overcome the past history of
domination and confrontation and to build a cooperative community and network between China,
Japan, North and South Korea, and Mongolia is the basic condition for the successful practice of
sustainable development in this region. Without peace and security there is neither economic
development, nor sustainable environment, nor sustainable human life. Schools and teachers in
North East Asia are now challenged by these common tasks of EIU and ESD.
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Major Activities of the United Nations University to Promote
the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development

Prof. Dr. A.H. Zakri

Education and capacity building is key to attaining sustainable development. Following WSSD and
the resolution of the UN General Assembly, the United Nations University (UNU) launched a
programme on education for sustainable development (EfSD programme) in its Institute of
Advanced Studies (UNU-1AS) in 2003

The major programme components include: i) advocacy and dissemination of the Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development (DESD), ii) promotion of regional centers of expertise on
education for sustainable development (RCEs) and their networking as one of the major outcomes
of the DESD, iii) collaboration with the Global Higher Education for Sustainability Partnership
(GHESP) in its Resource Project to promote activities of higher education institutions towards
sustainable future, iv) distance on-line learning on education for sustainable development, and v)
trainers’ training on education for sustainable development.

It has been closely collaborating with the Ubuntu Alliance, i.e., eleven of world foremost
educational and scientific/technological institutions who signed the Ubuntu Declaration at the
Johannesburg Summit in 2002 to i) strengthen collaboration between science and technology
researchers and educators, ii) better integrate science and technology into educational programmes
for sustainable development, and iii) strengthen cooperation between formal and non-formal
education.
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