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For this event, selected music works from the
spring semester's computer music composition and
seminar courses were presented in a more informal
setting, with participants and audience members able
to experience curated works of various genres in a
different way compared to a concert or exhibition.
With this more relaxed atmosphere, the goal of the
event was for students to experience together works of
their peers from various years, and to create another
opportunity for students to interact with each other

outside of the classroom and help with the planning

and enactment of the event.
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2020 was the sixth time this event took place.
Usually, students handle most of the preparation and
management of equipment for the event, but because
of limitations due to measures against the novel
coronavirus, the event was held remotely via Zoom
video conferencing. This year 3rd year students
presented a total of 19 works: these consisted of
performance videos, music and video works (including
one with a laser performance), and interactive music
system demonstrations. The works themselves were
supervised by various instructors in the computer music
division, and the different genres (pop‘ rock,
electronic, experi mental) reflected the divcrsity of
interests and endeavors of all the music students. Most
works were created by individual students, but there
were two collaborative works as well, with a total of 21
students participating as composers and performers.

Without access to the campus music studios and
most of the school equipment, the students faced a lot

of challenges in creating their works compared to

Turn on Original Sound | =

© FRecording...

Zoom Meeting

computer music
online concert

previous years. In order to present performances on WeE

Zoom and avoid technical issues with network and 95 HEA
computer stability, students were advised to document U i
and edit their live performances into a video. As in WA )

previous years, students were also asked to give a brief
introduction to their work, but unfortunately given the

Zoom format it was difficult to have spontaneous
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conversations and social interactions without
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experiencing an event in a shared physical venue. ' SR
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experience in presenting their works to others, in this sl 6
case remotely. In the future, it is hoped that the gl Ak
HH 1
students will use this year’ s music event as a template it FA
and develop it further to help motivate themselves and A LY
gl

create more opportunities to share their efforts with a

larger community.
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The concert this year was the culmination of an effort
by the students and ﬂlcu]ty to continue to deve]()p an
improvisational electronic music ensemble. Building on
the experience from the previous year, there were many
challenges in teaching all of the students the different
technical and logistical elements involving equipment as
well as the aesthetic chanengeﬁ of wm'king t()gethcr in
unfamiliar genres of music expression quite different from
their usual creative experiences.

Instead of creating an original concert program, the
students were assigned to realize a performance of the
classic improvisational minimal work “In C” by Terry
Ri]ey. Because of the ﬂexibi]ity in how the piece can be
interpreted and performed, the students still had to work
together and plan how to interpret the piece as well as how
to make the final performance presentation.

The initial goals of the course and concert was to
pr(widu a learning experience where students of different
backgrounds could develop their creative sensibilities
through improvisational performance as a group. As in
previous years, the students had to also work towards
planning and incorporating thematical visual and design
elements for the entire project.

Because of restrictions due to the novel coronavirus,
students were not able to use the school studios or large
equipment, which limited their ability to rehearse and do
practical stage lighting and other effects. As an alternative,
the students progressively passed around audio recordings

online as a base for their individual improvisations. The
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This performance event was designed to be an
extension of the spring project class concert. In
cooperation with NAKED Inc., the students built
upon their previous experiences in staging a
multimedia performance event and presented it in a
large space inside Tamagawa University's STREAM
Hall as a special event during the graduation exhibition
for the College of Arts.

In the fall semester students were able to use the
music studios and larger equipment again, although in
a more limited fashion because of coronavirus-related
restrictions, and the performance venue had to be
changed from Yokohama to a space on-campus.
Amidst these ch:{llenges, students were able to gu{n an
understanding of all the practicalities in staging,
promoting, and realizing a successful performance

event as the culmination of a year's worth of work.
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